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SUBJ: OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM BRIBERY CASE 
REF: CARACAS 10819 AND 10649 

1. JOSE TORO HARDY, A 33-YEAR-OLD VENEZUELAN ECONOMIST, HAS 
PUBLICLY DENIED ACCUSATIONS MADE IN A SUIT FILED IN HOUSTON 

BY JOSE A KAUFFMAN, A FORMER CARACAS MANAGER OF THE OCCIDENTAL 
PETROLEUM CORPORATION, THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A $10,000 BRIBE 
FROM OCCIDENTAL. TORO ALSO DENIED THAT HE HAD EVER BEEN 
EMPLOYED BY THE MINISTRIES OF FINANCE OR MINES OR BY THE 
VENEZUELAN PETROLEUM CORPORATION (CVP) OR HAD EVER BEEN 
A DEPUTY, AS ALLEGED BY KAUFFMAN. TORO SAID HE HAD BEEN A 
CONTRACT ADVISER TO THE FINANCE MINISTRY AND LATER DIRECTOR OF 
THE VENEZUELAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, BUT AT NO TIME WAS EVER 
IN A POSITION TO INFLUENCE THE GOV IN FAVOR OF OCCIDENTAL. 

TORO DID DECLARE THAT HE HAS A SMALL MINORITY INTEREST IN 
THE ALTAMAR DRILLING COMPANY, WHICH HAD DONE BUSINESS WITH 
OCCIDENTAL, AMONG OTHER COMPANIES. 

2. PRESS REPORTS COTOBER 21 THAT TORO HAD VOLUNTARILY APPEARED THE 
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PREVIOUS DAY BEFORE THE JUDGE HAVING COGNIZANCE OF THE CASE AND 
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RATIFIED HIS EARLIER STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS. TORO TOLD PRESS THAT 
AS A SHAREHOLDER OF ALTAMAR HE HAD EXPERIENCED PROBLEMS WITH 
JOSEPH KAUFFMAN, WHO, HE SAID, HAD PUT OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF 
ALTAMAR WHEN HE WAS OCCIDENTAL'S MANAGER IN CARACAS. TORO 
ASCRIBED KAUFFMAN'S ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIM AS PIQUE STEMMING 
FROM THAT TIME. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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